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Progress on Commitments to Aboriginal Peoples 


reating Opportunity, 

The Liberal Plan for 
Canada (the Red Book) sets 
out a comprehensive plan to 
renew the partnership between 
the Government of Canada 
and Aboriginal peoples. The 
Government's commitment is 
to build a new partnership with 
Aboriginal peoples based on 
mutual respect, trust and 
participation in the decision- 
making process. 


Over the last two years, 

the Government of Canada, 
together with Aboriginal 
peoples, has launched several 
initiatives which have resulted 
in steady progress on the 
priority concerns of Aboriginal 
peoples. Some of these 
include: 


Inherent Right of Self- 
Government. On August 10, 
1995, the Government of 
Canada released its policy 

on the recognition of the 
inherent right of self-govern- 
ment under section 35 of 


Bi ate Be Indian and Northern Affaires indiennes 
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the Constitution of Canada 
and formally launched the 
negotiating process which will 
enable Aboriginal peoples to 
implement their inherent right 
of self-government. Aboriginal 
peoples will be able to exercise 
greater control and responsi- 
bility over matters that affect 
their communities. 


Signing of Political Accords. 
In February 1994, the Government 
of Canada signed a Political 


Accord with the Congress of 
Aboriginal Peoples (CAP). In 
the spring of 1995, discussions 
took place on the draft Political 
Accord developed with the 
Native Women's Association 
of Canada (NWAC). Discussions 
have also taken place with the 
Inuit Tapirisat of Canada to 
develop a Political Accord. In 
November, the Government of 
Canada and the Alberta Summit 
Chiefs signed a significant 
agreement to develop a mech- 
anism for discussions of issues 
of mutual interest or concern, 
including matters relating to 
jurisdiction and authority. 


Amendments to the Indian 
Act. On April 4, 1995, 
Minister of Indian Affairs 

and Northern Development 
Ronald A. Irwin wrote chiefs, 
councillors and leaders of First 
Nations organizations asking 
for their views on possible 
short-term amendments to 
remove offensive and intrusive 
sections of the Indian Act. 


ivi 


Canada 


More than 80 per cent of the 
responses were favourable. 
On September 1, 1995, 
Minister Irwin wrote to all 
First Nations requesting that 
they review the recommenda- 
tions developed by chiefs, 
councillors and leaders over 
the preceding four months. 


Manitoba Dismantling. 

In December 1994, the 
Government of Canada signed 
a Framework Agreement with 
the Assembly of Manitoba 
Chiefs to commence negotia- 
tions to confirm First Nations 
jurisdictions and to dismantle 
the regional office of the 
Department of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development. 


The Mohawk/Canada Round 
Table. On June 20, 1994, 
the Government of Canada 
and the Grand Chiefs of 
Akwesasne, Kahnawake and 
Kanesatake launched the 


Mohawk/Canada Round Table. 


The Round Table was estab- 
lished to facilitate practical 
progress in five priority areas: 
economic development, 
taxation, policing, justice 
administration, and Akwesasne 
multi-jurisdictional issues. 


Education. In 1994-1995 
the Government of Canada 
announced an additional 


$20 million annually for the 
Indian and Inuit Post-Secondary 
Education Program, enabling 
an additional 2,800 Aboriginal 
students to attend college 

or university. The overall 
post-secondary education 
program budget, including 
the additional $20 million, 
has increased by $48 million 
or 22.5 per cent since-1993- 
1994. The number of Aboriginal 
students pursuing post- 
secondary education has 
increased — from 800 

in 1969 to 26,800 in 1994- 
1995. First Nations directly 
control over 90 per cent of 
the post-secondary budget. 


Economic Development. 

The Department is working 
with Aboriginal groups and 
Industry Canada to develop an 
Aboriginal Tourism Strategy 
as one mechanism to support 
Aboriginal sustainable eco- 
nomic development. In 
February 1995, the Minister 
of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the White Bear 
First Nation in Saskatchewan 
enabling it to assume the 

oil and gas management func- 
tions currently discharged by 
Indian Oil and Gas Canada. 
Similar MOUs on oil and gas 
management were signed in 
Alberta by Horse Lake First 


Nation, Blood Tribe, Siksika 
First Nation and Dene Tha’ 
First Nation. 


A Task Force on Aboriginal 
Financing was established in 
May 1995 to make recommen- 
dations on taxation, access 
to capital and other issues. 

It consists of Aboriginal 
leaders as well as business, 
banking and government 
representatives. It expects 
to report back to the Minister 
by the end of the year. 


A Treaty Process. The 
Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development signed 
Declarations of Intent with the 
Confederacy of Treaty 6 First 
Nations on March 16, 1995 
and with the Treaty 7 Chiefs 
of Alberta on July 9, 1995 

to begin exploratory discus- 
sions on a treaty process. On 
August 29, 1995, the federal 
government signed a Framework 
Agreement with the Huron- 
Wendat First Nation and the 
Quebec government which 

will set out the future relation- 
ship between the Huron-Wendat 
First Nation and the federal 
and provincial governments in 
relation to the Murray Treaty 
and self-government. Explo- 
ratory discussions have been 
held with the Federation of 
Saskatchewan Indian Nations 
on treaties, the inherent right 


of self-government and a 
revised mandate for the Office 
of the Treaty Commissioner. 


Procurement. On October 13, 
1994, the Department adopted 
Aboriginal Access to Depart- 
mental Procurement as an 
internal policy to enable 
Aboriginal businesses to more 
easily access departmental 
procurement opportunities. 
As a result of this policy, the 
Department has held informa- 
tion sessions for Aboriginal 
contractors and maintains 
inventories of First Nations 
suppliers. 


In addition, the Government 
of Canada is currently final- 
izing program design for 
procurement measures aimed 
at stimulating the growth 

of Aboriginal business. The 
design is based on advice 
the Government has received 
from consultations held with 
Aboriginal business across 
Canada. 


Housing. The Department 

of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development and Canada 
Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation, with input from 
national Aboriginal organiza- 
tions, are developing a new 
federal policy on Aboriginal 
housing. Several pilot projects 


are under way to investigate 
alternative approaches to 
housing construction on 
reserve. The houses are being 
built using local resources 
such as timber, and sand and 
gravel, and band members on 
social assistance form a por- 
tion of the workforce. In July 
1995, Minister Irwin personally 
worked with Big Trout Lake 
First Nation members on 

the construction of their 

log houses. 


Infrastructure. In partnership 
with the provincial and terri- 
torial governments, the private 
sector and First Nations, the 
Government of Canada is 
investing in the renewal of 
public infrastructure. As 

part of Canada Infrastructure 
Works, the Department has 
implemented the First Nations 
Infrastructure Initiative (FNII). 
Over a two-year period, which 
began in 1994, $30 million 
will be provided for over 350 
projects. Including all sources, 
the total estimated value of 
the projects is $84.6 million. 


Land Claims. There have been 
45 specific claims settlements 
as well as five comprehensive 
claims settlements since the 
Government took office. 
Legislation has been passed 

to implement claims settle- 
ments with the Sahtu Dene 


and Metis in the Northwest 
Territories. Legislation has 
also been passed to implement 
claims settlements with, and 
self-government for, four First 
Nations in the Yukon. 


The Department has also initi- 
ated a number of projects to 
look at the way claims are 
considered and resolved. 


Legislation was also enacted 
for the Split Lake Cree First 
Nation in Manitoba and the 
Pictou Landing First Nation in 
Nova Scotia. 


Negotiations with the Lubicon 
Lake First Nation will continue, 
as will negotiations related to 
a number of special grievances 
which have been accepted 

by the Government for settle- 
ment, such as the Cold Lake 
and Canoe Lake cases and 
Kanesatake. 


Bill C-107, the British Columbia 
Treaty Commission Act, was 
introduced in Parliament on 
October 18, 1995. Its enact- 
ment, together with the 
provincial Treaty Commission 
Act and the resolution of the 
First Nations Summit, will 
formally establish the British 
Columbia Treaty Commission 
(BCTC). The Commission will 
facilitate the negotiation of 


modern-day treaties in British 
Columbia. The BCTC has 
received 47 statements of 
intent to negotiate, represent- 
ing over 70 per cent of the 
197 First Nations in that 
province. 


Four framework agreements 
have been signed with the 
First Nations of Sechelt, 
Gitxsan, Wet'suwet’en and 
Champagne and Aishihik. 
Framework agreements have 
been initialled with the 
Gitanyow Hereditary Chiefs, 
the Teslin Tlingit Council, 
the Kaska Dena Council 

and Ditidaht First Nation. 


A framework agreement 
was Initialled with the Innu 


Nation and the Government of 


Newfoundland and Labrador 
on October 19, 1995. 


Co-management. The 
Department of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development is 


working with the Federation of 


Saskatchewan Indian Nations 
to establish the Saskatchewan 
Co-management Innovation 
Initiative. This four-year pro- 
gram provides Saskatchewan 
First Nations with funding 

to plan for and carry out 
co-management negotiations, 
and for start-up activities 
after co-management agree- 
ments are in place. To date, 


the program has supported 
nine co-management research 
projects with the province 

and the private sector which 
address a variety of First 
Nations interests, including 
forestry, fishing, water, mining, 
tourism and the environment. 
Preliminary discussions about 
a co-management initiative 

in Alberta are in progress. In 
Quebec, the Department is 
supporting the planning of 

a co-management arrange- 
ment involving the Algonquins 
of Barriere Lake and the 
provincial government for 

the development of a resource 
management plan for a 
10,000-square kilometre area. 
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Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development 
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